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Not many years ago person had 
urban rural area. Today with the 
changes our manner 
living brought about new inven- 
tions, greatly improved transportation 
and communication facilities, rural 
electrification and many other factors, 
the line demarcation between rural 
and urban living conditions has be- 


HEALTH CONDITIONS RURAL AREAS 

terms precise, documented 
information and statistics, unfortu- 
nately know much less than 
should order approach intelli- 
gently the public health problems 
the strictly rural area arrive 
practical solutions them. 
nation-wide basis, certain generaliza- 
tions can made. How closely they 


apply any given rural area hard 
say. know that Selective Serv- 
ice statistics from World War show 
that more young men and women 
from rural areas were rejected the 
armed services because poor health 
than were rejected from urban areas. 
The rejection rate for rural areas was 
percent compared with over- 
all rate for the Nation percent, 
and the rejection rate for farm youths 


more and more blurred. 
know just where 
the line between urban, 
and strictly rural 
Even density popu-- 
factor rural 
public health problems, not 
always good yardstick 
these problems. 
may live mile from 
his nearest neighbors and still 
only few minutes away 
automobile over paved 
from supermar- 
modern hospital, mod- 
stores, and movies. 
more rural than the citi- 
metropolitan Los An- 
who frequently far 
both time and dis- 
from the same facili- 
fornia there are still many 
the State which are 
remote from such facili- 
sparsely populated and 
rural. These areas 
present some rather special 
Problems the provision 
health services. 

the California Confer- 


ence on Rural Health, Fresno, 
California, February 12, 1955. 


DEPARTMENT MOVES BERKELEY 


March 28th the State Department Public 
Health began functioning from its new headquarters 
2151 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, following “week- 
end” move from eight different locations—two San 
Francisco and six Berkeley. For the first time the 
years existence, all headquarters 
staff are now housed under one roof with the excep- 
tion Vital Records, which remains Sacramento, and 
Civil Defense and special projects financed foun- 
dation grants, which are other buildings Berkeley. 

The new building will dedicated Thursday after- 
noon, April 28th. Open house and guided tours will 
held from 3.30 p.m., which the public 
invited. 

The modern eight-story office and laboratory build- 
ing located immediately across the street from the 
new building the School Public Health, Univer- 
sity California. Library, auditorium and other facili- 
ties will shared the department and the school. 
Plans are being made committee University 
faculty and department staff for exchange serv- 
ices enrich the programs both organizations. 

Original plans for the new headquarters were 
drawn 1945, with final plans completed 1951, 
when actual construction began. Acquisition prop- 
erty, scarcity building materials because de- 
fense construction, and other elements delay have 
figured the time has taken complete the 
$5,000,000 structure. 


was percent higher than 
for all other groups. 

From for the Na- 
tion whole also know 
that certain diseases such 
the pneumonias, whooping 
undulant fever, and 
heart disease are slightly more 
common rural areas. The 
chanees contracting many 
the animal diseases trans- 
missible man are obviously 
greater the farm than they 
are the city, because 
generally more intimate con- 
tact with the animal host, es- 
pecially the diseases 
livestock. might cite 
examples brucellosis and 
fever. 

Even the field indus- 
trial and home accidents the 
farm rates high hazards. 
Farming and lumbering are 
very hazardous occupations. 
Even deaths from drowning 
are significantly higher 
rural than urban areas. 
The greatly increased use 
highly toxie pesticides and 
poisons agricul- 
ture presenting increas- 
ing health hazard. 
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Studies being carried the 
present the State Department 
Public Health with the assistance 
the Public Health Service indi- 
eate that certain diarrheal diseases, 
which are definite problem some 
the rural areas the State, espe- 
cially among infants and young chil- 
dren, are directly related sanitary 
conditions the area, particularly the 
availability water. 


Another fact interest consid- 
ering the health conditions rural 
areas the comparison the death 
rate rural and urban areas the 
last years. Fifty years ago the 
rural death rate was percent lower 
than the death rate cities the 
United States. Today the rate about 
the same. this because the cities 
have become healthier places which 
live than the country has the 
country remained unchanged 


SPECIFIC PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMS 
Environmental Sanitation 

sanitation that rural living poses spe- 
cial and problems. 
here that density population be- 
comes important factor. farmer 
may live modern home with mod- 
ern conveniences, stoves, elec- 
trie refrigerators and deep freezers, 
central heating and modern plumb- 
ing, but lives quarter mile 
even mile from his next door 
neighbor, the problem his water 
supply and his sewage and waste dis- 
posal individual one, but one 
which may not able solve for 
himself. will probably long 
time before can connect his modern 
plumbing community sewer ob- 
tain his running water from public 
water supply, the purity which 
protected modern methods. 
may have big storage tank and 
automatic electric pump but the qual- 
ity the water that pumps into 
the tank from his well his own 
problem, and the water becomes 
contaminated with the contents his 
own septic tank cesspool only 
and his immediate family will suffer 
the consequences. disposes 
home and farm garbage and wastes 
improperly, the rats and flies and the 
diseases that they may carry are 
going primarily his personal 
problem. Primarily, because these vee- 
tors disease travel and neigh- 


borhood community problem may 
produced, and because none 
can hope experts everything, 
the rural dweller needs even more 
than his city cousin the technical help 
organized community health serv- 
ices help him solve these problems. 


Where people rural areas live 
close enough together and sufficient 
numbers justify community facili- 
ties for supplying pure water and for 
community sewage and garbage dis- 
posal, the community itself has the 
responsibility for studying the prob- 
lem and for promoting and support- 
ing the development such public 
facilities. The problem, however, 
not simple. California are con- 
stantly growing faster than are 
providing these public sanitary fa- 
cilities. 

times past, people rural com- 
munities did not patronize public eat- 
ing establishments the extent they 
today. Today good roads and the 
universal automobile have extended 
the sphere activity the people 
rural areas and have brought 
the rural community many nonresi- 
dents traveling through visiting the 
recreational areas. This has brought 
public eating establish- 
ments, with attendant need for in- 
spection and supervision protect 
their patrons. restaurant along the 
highway small town presents 
the same problems food handling 
that are found the most ornate city 
cafe, perhaps more acutely because 
the inadequate equipment and un- 
trained personnel. Food poisoning 
ever-present hazard the roadside 
stand, the city restaurant, 
and the unfortunate victim just 
sick regardless the source. There 
have been numerous examples out- 
breaks gastrointestinal disturb- 
ances our year-round recreation 
areas. 


Over percent all market milk 
sold California through retail out- 
lets pasteurized and comes from 
herds. However, the 
bulk unpasteurized milk largely 
sold rural areas. There also 
undetermined amount milk sold 
individual farmers consumed 
the farm the family and employees 
which not pasteurized and often 
comes from untested cows. This 
probably the largest milk-borne source 
disease humans. 


Housing 


many rural localities, private 
housing antiquated and inadequate, 
dents well disease. There are rural 
slums well city slums. This 
especially true the areas which use 
migrant and semimigrant farm labor 
and the so-called fringe areas 
around the agricultural communities 
the State. Here unincorporated 
communities have developed squalid 
shanty towns, unregulated and uncon- 
trolled local ordinances state 
statutes. Their water supplies and 
sewage disposal facilities are the 
most primitive type. The rigidity 
our law does not permit step-wise 
economic adjustment the sanitary 
level the adjacent community. The 
environment such constitute 
health menace not only their in- 
habitants but the citizens the 
adjacent communities. addition 
these semipermanent rural slums, the 
temporary labor camps which house 
considerable number migratory 
agricultural workers and their fam- 
ilies for varying periods time dur- 
ing the year continue pose special 
housing problems rural California. 
The characterstics this problem 
have been extensively and 
various solutions propounded. 


Communicable Disease Control 


While our knowledge the 
dence communicable disease 
those areas rural California not 
served organized local 
health departments sketchy, 
logical assume that the problem 
areas the State and that the in- 
cidence probably higher than avail- 
able statistics would indicate. 
suspected that this especially true 
tuberculosis, venereal disease and 
the common gastric diseases. Out- 
breaks infectious hepatitis from 
common undoubtedly occur 
more frequently than reported indi- 
vidual cases would indicate. The in- 
diphtheria, scarlet fever 
and other communicable diseases may 
higher than reported cases indi- 
cate. 

The level immunization against 
diphtheria, smallpox, and whooping 
cough the child population these 
areas less easily determined than 
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metropolitan areas, and the ability 
mobilize both under local and com- 
munity for diagnosis and 
treatment more limited many 
communities. 


Maternal and Child Health 


Health department records indicate 
that the health hazards for infants 
and mothers are greater rural than 
metropolitan areas. The infant 
death rate approximately per- 
greater rural areas. Infant 
deaths from diarrheal diseases are 
more than times great the 
city. These facts may reflect inade- 
quacies sanitation and housing, and 
possible they are also related 
the unavailability medical care and 
hospital facilities. 


SURVEYS RURAL HEALTH NEEDS 


effort secure more definite 
information about the health prob- 
lems and needs rural areas, the 
State Department Public Health 
has, during the past year, conducted 
studies three rural counties, Trin- 
ity, Glenn and Tuolumne. These 
studies have indicated that the prob- 
lems and needs vary among the coun- 
ties. While environmental sanitation 
first importance each, the rela- 
tive priority the various environ- 
mental factors differs from area 
area. Such approach beginning 
define more precisely the actual 
needs these rural areas. 


COMMUNITY HEALTH RESOURCES 


the very beginning our con- 
sideration community health re- 
sources, should recognize that 
health problems and needs any 
area, urban rural, fall into differ- 
ent categories and demand two dif- 
ferent approaches their solution. 


Problems the Individual 


The first category that prob- 
lems which can solved the indi- 
himself with the help and 
assistance technically informed pro- 
fessional people the community. 
This help and assistance actually 
health education and may come from 
the family physician, private engi- 
neering other consultants, the 
health officer other health depart- 
ment personnel such the public 
health nurse, sanitarian, the home 
adviser, the agricultural extension 
service, organized study groups the 


Farm Bureau, the Grange, the PTA, 
the 4-H Clubs, and many other 
sources. The problems this category 
relate the health the individual 
himself and his family—the problem 
adequate nutrition, adequate 
medical and dental care and how 
get and use medical and dental serv- 
ices immunization against com- 
municable disease, proper personal 
hygiene and good health habits and 
practices, proper sanitation 
one’s immediate environment the 
home and the farm. These are 
problems which the individual 
and must, solve for himself. The mo- 
tivation for him must often 
come from communty health educa- 
tion resources enumerated above, but 
the final action the individual’s 
own. 


Problems the Community 


The second category that com- 
munity health problems which the in- 
dividual cannot solve himself but 
which demand organized community 
effort for their solution. The develop- 
ment community resources can only 
accomplished group action. 
one individual can, himself, build 
hospital, water purification plant 
medical practitioners serve his 
area. cannot control epidemic 
his community, inspect all the res- 
taurants, grocery and meat markets, 
septic tanks, wells, many 
the other things community re- 
quires protect its health. All 
these things necessary for pro- 
tection can best accomplished 
through the cooperative efforts 
groups people within the commu- 
nity, and frequently requiring the ex- 
ercise the authority various offi- 
cial agencies. 


NEED FOR CAREFUL STUDY 


Only study each com- 
munity can determine what its com- 
munity really are, the ade- 
quacy its medical care and 
health services, the scope and effi- 
ciency its public agencies, the 
amount and nature the activities 
its voluntary agencies, the pro- 
grams its various professional 
and groups, its Parent- 
Teachers Association service 
the activities which 
bring people work together 
groups for the good the commu- 


nity. Such study would probably 
surprise the members any commu- 
nity number and scope such 
resources (as would probably yield 
some surprises concerning the number 
and scope health problems). 

The one thing which most fre- 
quently lacking, and which prevents 
the full and effective mobilizaton 
these resources, any method for 
ordinating their activities. This 
perhaps the role which best met 
some form community health coun- 
cil through which the health depart- 
ment, the medical profession, the 
voluntary agencies, the various com- 
munity groups, the schools, churches, 
governing bodies, all those 
the community interested health, 
bring bear the health prob- 
lems the community the combined 
resourees and the organized thinking, 
study and evaluation necessary for 
their solution. 

organized, planned group effort, 
any community can identify its own 
health problems and find itself the 
solution these problems. The state 
and federal governmental agencies can 
assist consultation and advice, 
financial assistance local health and 
welfare departments and the con- 
struction adequate hospital and 
health department facilities, sub- 
sidies counties for the tuber- 
culosis patients, mosquito abatement 
but the ultimate responsibil- 
ity for the solution its needs resis 
with the community itself. 


Directory Laboratory Technologists 
And Technicians Compiled 


The first directory licensed tech- 
nologists became 
available for distribution Febru- 
ary. This directory was compiled and 
printed through authority contained 
Section 1227 the revised laws 
relating clinical laboratories (Cali- 
Business and Professions 
Code). 

The directory contains the names 
and addresses, with license numbers, 
338 clinical laboratory technolo- 
gists, 4,369 clinical laboratory tech- 
nicians, well several hundred 
others who have pro- 
ficiency and limited licenses. 
anticipated that this will 
brought up-to-date and reissued every 
other year. 


7 

7 
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Air Pollution Study Continues 
With Emphasis Environmental, 
Medical Aspects 


With the completion initial 
report the status air pollution 
California, the Air Pollution Con- 
trol Study Project the State De- 
partment Public Health has de- 
fined its activities for the remainder 
the fiscal year. Emphasis 
continued the environmental and 
medical aspects air pollution. 


Dr. Merrill, State Di- 
rector Public Health, has desig- 
nated Frank Stead, Chief, Divi- 
sion Environmental Sanitation, 
serve coordinator the study for 
the rest the fiscal year. Lester Bres- 
low, M.D., who directed the project 
during its initial phase, has returned 
his duties Chief the Bureau 
Chronic Diseases, but will continue 
with responsibilities for the medical 
aspects the study. 

Copies the project’s initial re- 
port Governor Goodwin Knight 
are available from the department. 
The report emphasizes the need for 
further investigation all aspects 
air pollution, addition proceed- 
ing with control now 
hand. 

Activities the environmental field 
during the remainder the fiscal 
year will confined the following 
six projects, although special requests 
for assistance will given attention. 
intensive critique the pres- 

ent methods measurement air 

pollution. 

Development improved analyti- 
methods and instrumentation, 
particularly the field record- 
ing instruments. 

Completion the analysis the 
data from the Los Angeles aero- 
survey covering the months 
August through November, 1954. 

Amplification and improvement 
the current network monitoring 
program the San Francisco Bay 
area. 

Continued operation the four 
oxidant recorders loan from Los 
Angeles County achieve the 
maximum amount usable infor- 
mation various parts the 
State. 

Continued and possibly expanded 

participation the United States 


bo 


Public Health Service nation-wide 
program high volume sampling 
and analysis particulate mate- 
rial urban areas. 


Activities the medical aspects 
the study will include: 


Complete the analysis the mor- 
tality and morbidity data for the 
period August through November, 
1954. 

Further study data received 
from nursing homes Los An- 
geles. 

Further study data produced 
the morbidity survey for new 
studies long-term mortality 
ords. 

Further study data school 
and industrial absences. 


New Training Program for 
Public Health Bacteriologists 


July 1954, new training 
program for public health bacteriolo- 
gists was inaugurated within the 
Division Laboratories. Trainees 
this new program are designated 
student professional assistants, state 
civil service classification also used 
other department units. 

Nine such positions were provided 
for the training public health bac- 
teriologists, with each course train- 
ing for six months. This will 
provide training for new public 
health bacteriologists each year. 


The first four these student 
professional assistants finished their 
courses training January, and 
fifth will complete his course dur- 
ing February. The first four have 
also successfully passed their oral 
and written examinations leading 
certification public health bacteri- 
ologists. They then became available 
assist filling the many vacancies 
our public health laboratories. 
More than vacancies exist the 
present time. Experience has been 
that there are always more vacancies 
public health laboratories than 
there are qualified people fill them. 


the present time there are 
eight student professional assistants 
receiving training. expected 
that applications for training will 
exceed training positions when stu- 
dents now completing their academic 
work graduate. 


Mexico Border Public Health 
Association Meets Mexico City May 6-9 


Mexico City the setting for the 
Thirteenth Annual Meeting the 
United States-Mexico Border 
Health Association scheduled for May 
6th-9th, immediately prior the 
World Health Assembly which 
begin there May 10th. 

Many Californians public health 
and related work are members this 
association and participate the an- 
nual meetings which alternate be- 
tween the United States and 
Through the bilateral approach, the 
Border Public Health Association 
contributed immeasurably the solu- 
tion not only problems associated 
with the common frontier, but also 
broader international significance. 


The office president alternates 
between the United States and Mex- 
ico. Arturo Rico Gonzalez, 
Chief Health and Welfare Services, 
Chihuahua, Mexico, the 1954-55 
president and George Marx, Di- 
rector and Chief Engineer, Bureau 
Sanitation, Arizona State Department 
Public Health, Phoenix, Arizona, 
the president-elect. 


Californians currently serving 
elective officers include Donald 
Davy, Assistant Chief, Division 
Local Health Services, who the vice 
president the association and 
chairman the Section Preventive 
Medicine; and Miss Norma White- 
side, Public Health Nursing Consul- 
tant, State Department Public 
Health, Los Angeles, who cochair- 
man the Nursing Section. 


Headquarters for the coming ses- 
sion will the Hotel del Bosque, 
Melchoir Ocampo Num. 323, Mexico, 
Requests for reservations should 
addressed either the hotel 
the Geneve Travel Service, Hotel 
Geneve, Londres Num. 130, Mexico, 
F., with mention the association. 


Public Health Positions 


Veterans Administration 

Public Health Nurse: Applicants must 
hold degree Health Nursing, 
have two years’ experience generalized 
family health program and have not reached 
their fortieth birthday. 

For further information the above posi- 
tion contact Mrs. Myrtle Miller, Chief, Nurs- 
ing Unit, Veterans Administration Regional 
Office, Fourth Street, San Francisco 
California. 
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Encephalitis Clinical Follow-up Study 


Data Disease After Effects 


five-year study the neurologi- 
after-effects shown patients 
who had encephalitis the summer 
1952 has now been progress ap- 
proximately two years. Much inter- 


medical data has already been 


and the original study proj- 


has been augmented include all 
Western Equine and St. Louis ence- 


phalitis cases which have occurred 
since 1945. While pre- 
mature draw conclusions data 
far obtained, the findings date 
and the addition continuing obser- 
through the years are ex- 
pected add considerably the 
knowledge the after-effects the 
Western Equine and St. Louis types 
encephalitis. 


opportunity for follow-up study 
eases which occurred the 1952 
outbreak encephalitis the cen- 
tral valley prompted the project. The 


was initiated and carried 


for about eight months the de- 
partment’s Bureau Acute Com- 
Diseases, but since Septem- 
ber, 1953, has been conducted under 
agrant the National Institutes 
Health the Stanford University 
Medical School. 


Members the neuro-psychiatric 


faculty Stanford are serving 
clinicians and consultants, with Knox 


Finley, M.D., Stanford chief in- 
vestigator. Employed staff includes 
administrator and secretary. The 
State Department Public Health 
provides office space and equipment, 
its records, and consultation 


its professional staff. Local health 


departments have given valuable as- 
sistance setting and conducting 


clinics. 


Probably the most significant 


since the study began has 


been the augmentation the study 
group which occurred 
years. With the inclusion 
these other cases, the potential study 
group has been approximately dou- 
bled—from 512 cases for 1952 1,037 
tases for all years 1945 through 1954. 

the patients are not now and prob- 
will never available for ex- 
Fifty are known 
have died, 165 have moved and their 
whereabouts unknown. 


Eighty-nine live outside the areas 
which are held and will 
examined only additional clinic 
areas are set some other method 
obtaining medical findings used. 
Only patients have definitely re- 
fused participate. 

far have been held 
counties, but the patients are scat- 
tered over approximately counties. 
Fifty-one clinic sessions have been 
held, with 505 patients making total 
1,210 visits. Sixty-six percent 
the 1952 cases—the initial study 
group—have been examined. 

One hundred fifty-three selected pa- 
graphs since the study began. These 
have been done the EEG labora- 
tory Stockton State Hospital and 
three private laboratories. 


most the counties, were 
held three times the first year and two 
times 1954. the middle 1953, 
the 1950 cases had been included. 
Since then, new cases have been added 
they have occurred and recently 
was decided that all cases recorded 
Western Equine St. Louis en- 
cephalitis since 1945 should ob- 
served. The inclusion these cases 
not only increases and thereby lends 
validity the observations the 
total group, but increases the range 
intervals between the ocurrence 
the illness and the date examina- 
tion. also more nearly equalizes the 
numbers Western Equine and St. 
Louis encephalitis patients. (In 1952 
there was about one St. Louis case 
eight Western Equine. The 1954 ratio 
was one Western Equine five St. 
Louis. For all cases, 1945-1954, the 
ratio was one St. Louis approxi- 
mately two Western Equine.) 

have been held follows: 

Number 


County clinics held 


This study unusual its organi- 
zation and operation that 


Interest San Diego 
Bay Water Quality Reviewed 


The State Department Public 
Health’s interest the quality 
San Diego Bay waters was reviewed 
informal hearing the San 
Diego Regional Water Pollution Con- 
trol Board San Diego February 16, 
1955, Dr. Maleolm Merrill, 
State Director Public Health, and 
staff representatives. The depart- 
ment’s opinion was requested 
standards water quality 
adopted covering certain bay water 
uses three categories: (1) involv- 
ing swimming bay waters; (2) in- 
volving other direct personal contact 
bay waters; and (3) involving ex- 
posure food products bay waters, 
particularly the thawing and fluming 
fish canneries. 

The State Board Health con- 
sidered this general subject its 
meeting Los Angeles January 
1955, connection with recrea- 
tional use surf waters Santa 
Monica Bay. concluded that wher- 
ever surf waters were beneficially 
used the public, the waters should 
the Salt Water Bathing Stand- 
ards. This was recommended the 
Regional Water Pollution Control 
Board for the San Diego Bay waters 
the above categories (1) and (2). 
With respect use bay water 
fish canneries, category (3), the de- 
partment already has standards for 
quality and these standards were 
ommended for requirements the 
water pollution control agency. 


Health Officer Changes 


Santa Cruz County 

Harvey Robins, M.D., has been tem- 
porarily appointed health officer succeed 
Raymond Leer, M.D. 


Shasta County 

Rachel Sandrock, M.D., has been appointed 
health officer succeed Vonnie Dunston, 
M.D. 
Tulare County 

Elmo Alexander, M.D., has been appointed 


health officer succeed Elmo Zumwalt, 
M.D. 


project health depart- 
ments and medical school. dem- 
onstrates the valuable contribution 
which made local health 
departments medical research. 
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California Chapter, NAS, 
Sponsors Sanitation Symposium 


The California Chapter the Na- 
tional Association Sanitarians, with 
the University California School 
Public Health hold- 
ing its annual state-wide symposium 
environmental sanitation April 
28-29. Environmental aspects 
fornia’s rapid growth will the gen- 
eral theme the sessions which will 
held the Berkeley campus 
the University California. The pro- 
gram brings together authorities 
the field, both from industry and 
from state, county and city public 
health agencies. business meeting 
also scheduled for the evening 
April 28. 

for include: 


Description the General Problems 
Encountered Because the Rapid 
Growth California. 

Specific Environmental Sanitation Prob- 
lems Encountered and Immediate Con- 
trols Cope With Present Adverse 
Conditions. 

Prevention Future Problems Good 
Planning. 


Practicing Medicine Without License 
Brings Court Action Against Couple 


Oakland which for 
years had allegedly been selling mis- 
branded devices and practicing medi- 
cine without license have been 
placed three years’ probation after 
pleading guilty violations the 
Business and Professions Code and 
the Health and Safety Code. Evidence 
indicated they had sold 
blankets along with vitamins and 
medicines which they claimed would 
have beneficial effect cure such 
diseases cancer, tumors, heart dis- 
ease and stomach ulcers, whereas, 
fact, the device was simple electric 
blanket capable producing effect 
any value the treatment such 
serious diseases. 

The couple, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Bell, were heard Alameda Munici- 
pal Court. The light sentence imposed 
took into consideration their advanced 
age. Practicing medicine without 
license violation Section 2141 
the Business and Professions Code 
and selling misbranded device 
violation the Pure Drugs Act, 
tion 26280 the Health and Safety 
Code. 


Special Census Releases 


Special Censuses California 
Cities, Series P-28. Fresno 
County: Reedley Impe- 
rial County: Calipatria (756) 
Kings County: Lemoore (753) 
Los Angeles County: 
(735), Pomona (739); Marin 
County: Fairfax (734), Ross 
(736); Orange County: Brea 
(744), Santa Ana (740) River- 
side County: Beaumont (745) 
Sacramento County: Galt (737) 
San Diego County: Carlsbad 
(732); San Joaquin County: 
Stockton (758) Sonoma County: 
Sebastopol (742); Stanislaus 
County: Oakdale (748) Tulare 
County: Porterville (749). 

Copies these releases may 
obtained from: Library, Bu- 
reau Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce 419 Customs Build- 
ing, 555 Battery Street, San 
California, 
Room 450, South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, California. 

ordering, specify series and 
number shown parenthesis. 
These numbers are not popula- 
tion figures. 


Influenza 
Discontinued for Season 


The intensive collection data 
from the influenza listening posts 
the Bureau Acute Communicable 
Diseases has been discontinued for 
this year due the continued low 
incidence influenza late the sea- 
son. These ‘‘listening are part 
the State Department Public 
Health’s influenza surveillance pro- 
gram and are manned throughout 
California report the incidence and 
movement influenza. 

For the period October 1954, 
March 20, 1955, only cases in- 
fluenza (type not stated) were re- 
ported California and laboratory 
confirmations were completed 10. 

Local health departments play 
key role the program collecting 
data from schools, hospitals, physi- 
cians, industry and other sources. The 
data are also used the 
national intelligence program and the 


Final Report Monterey Survey 
Completed Department 


survey programs being 
ducted the Monterey County 
Health Department has been 
cluded the State Department 
Public Health and final report pre. 
pared for the Monterey County Board 
Supervisors. The survey health 
problems, resources and services was 
made the department the re. 
quest the Monterey County Board 
Supervisors and the Health Officer, 

The survey was conducted 
team consultants from the depart- 
ment during the fall months. After 
the fact-finding period this team, 
the findings were reviewed jointly 
the team and the administrative staff 
the Monterey County Health De- 
partment. 

The Monterey study one sey- 
eral surveys which have been con- 
the State Department 


Public Health during the past year 


the result requests from boards 
supervisors. Three the surveys 
were rural counties which have 
organized health 
Trinity and Tuolumne. survey 
currently under way Butte County. 


Third National Air Pollution Symposium 
Scheduled for Pasadena April 18-20 


The Third National Air Pollution 
Symposium will sponsored the 
Stanford Research Institute the 
Huntington-Sheraton Hotel, Pasa- 
dena, April 18-20. Based 
theme 
source,’’ the symposium will held 
with the California In- 
stitute Technology, the University 
California and Southern Califor- 
nia, the Air Pollution Control Asso- 
ciation, and the Air Pollution Foun- 
dation. Further information regard- 
ing the symposium may obtained 
writing the Third National Air 
Pollution Symposium, 727 West 
Seventh Street, Los Angeles 17. 


World Health Organization reporting 
system. 

Although the ‘‘listening are 
discontinued for this season, the 
department still interested ob- 
taining information about any 
break acute respiratory illness from 
all sources. 


Our 


cia 
vic 
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Public Health Training Positions 
(reated Department 


Three training positions for physi- 
residents public health 
have been the State De- 
partment Public Health. This new 
service class designed pro- 
medical and administrative work 
qualified physicians. 


Employees the class resident 
health will receive planned 
and organized professional training 
and experience the various phases 
well-balanced public health pro- 
gram for one-year period. Malcolm 
Merrill, M.D., State Director 
Public Health, has been designated 
the director residency training for 
California. The training will under 
the direct supervision qualified 
public health physician the State 
local health department. 


The State Department Public 
Health has been approved the 
training agency the Board Pre- 
Medicine and the American 
Medical Association Council Medi- 
eal Education and Hospitals. Resi- 
dents may also placed selected 
departments without any fur- 
ther formal approval the council. 


months the resident’s training year 
will spent county health de- 


partment. 


Among the minimum qualifications 
for the resident public health posi- 
tion are: possession the legal re- 


quirements for the practice medi- 


California, graduation within 
the last years from approved 
medical school, and completion 


internship approved hospital. 


Back Issues ‘Nursing Outlook’ Wanted 


The Nursing Section the San 
Mateo County Department Public 
Health and Welfare anxious ob- 
tain the following issues Nursing 
Outlook: June and August through 
December 1953: January through 
October 1954. They may sent 
the Public Health Nursing Section, 
Health Division, San Mateo Depart- 
ment Public Health and Welfare, 
225 Avenue, San Mateo. 


Los Angeles Meat Packer Fined 
For Upgrading Imitation Bologna 


fine $500 and six months’ pro- 
bation have been imposed the 
Cherry Meat Packing Company, Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles Municipal 
upgrading imitation bologna re- 
moving the word ‘‘imitation’’ from 
the bologna casing. Improperly labeled 
imitation bologna which had been dis- 
tributed several Southern Califor- 
nia markets was officially sampled 
the department’s Bureau Food and 
Drug Inspections and the State 
Department Agriculture and the 
remainder placed under quarantine. 

Sale imitation bologna, which, 
addition meat, may contain other 
specified ingredients such cereal, 
permissible, but must labeled. 


Kellogg Foundation Officials 
Observe Kellogg Projects Department 


Matthew Kinde, M.D., Director 
the Division Medicine and Pub- 
Health, Kellogg Founda- 
tion, and Herbert Hasson, Assist- 
ant Director, visited the State Depart- 
ment Public Health February 
24-28 observe first-hand the re- 
search and program development 
projects California financed the 
foundation. the State Department 
Public Health these projects in- 
clude the Prevention Blindness 
Study, initiated this year, and the 
Home Safety Project, now its sec- 
ond year. Both these projects are 
designed explore the total problem 
and also the department’s role 
these fields. 


World Health Day 


World Health Day, observed 
April 7th, will have the theme 
Water Means Better The 
theme was selected because the fun- 
damental part that clean water plays 
the achievement and preservation 
health. 

World Health Day timed coin- 
cide with the anniversary the Con- 
stitution the World Health Organi- 
zation, which was adopted April 
1948. 
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Juvenile Delinquency Service 
Created Children’s Bureau 


new Division Juvenile Delin- 
Service has been inaugurated 
the Department Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare. The division will 
under the Children’s Bureau 
the Social Administration. 
Philip Gordon Green, former Chief 
Probation Officer San Francisco’s 
Juvenile Court, has been appointed 
director. assuming his duties, Mr. 
Green will have the help William 
Sheridan Chief the Technical 
Aid Branch and Mrs. Elliot Turner 
Studt Chief the Training 
Branch. Mrs. Studt has, 
been Assistant Professor 
the School Social Welfare, Univer- 
sity California, Berkeley. 


State Board Public Health 
Re-elects Dr. Smith President 


Charles Smith, M.D., Dean 
the University California School 
Public Health, Berkeley, was re- 
elected President the State Board 
Public Health the board’s March 
meeting Los Angeles. James 
Rinehart, M.D., Professor Pathol- 
ogy, University California Medical 
School, was re-elected vice president 
the board. 


Drs. Smith and Rinehart yearly 
have been elected those offices since 
1944. Dr. Smith has served the 
board since 1940 and Dr. Rinehart 
1942. 


Health Information Foundation 
Plans Nation-wide Survey 


Health Information Foundation, 
has announced will sponsor the 
first nation-wide survey ever made 
find out how people feel about 
health facilities, health personnel 
and voluntary health insurance. The 
study expected reveal people’s 
attitudes and practices regarding all 
medical services, including dental 
drugs and medications. 


Purpose the study, 
George Bugbee, Foundation presi- 
dent, compile data use- 
ful all groups which encourage 
through education the wisest use 
health services and the broadest dis- 
tribution medical care.’’ will 


rt- 

aff 


financed through $100,000 grant 
the Foundation, nonprofit, fact- 
finding organization sponsored 
200 leaders the drug, pharmaceu- 
tical, chemical and allied industries. 
Research will conducted the 
National Opinion Research Center 
the University Chicago, the inde- 
pendent agency which conducted the 
foundation’s ‘‘National Family Sur- 
vey Medical Costs and Voluntary 
Health Insurance’’ last year. 
According the foundation, the 
Survey’’ showed that 
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individual’s ability to: pay for care 
only one factor the degree 
which uses health services. Other 
factors include his personal interest 
his knowledge the value 
medical care, his attitudes toward 
the cost medical services, the 
amount health insurance protec- 
tion and the availability 
those services his community. 
These areas are explored 
the new study. Results are expected 
months. 


REVIEW REPORTED COMMUNICABLE DISEASES MORBIDITY 


MONTH REPORT—FEBRUARY, 1955 


Diseases With Incidence Exceeding the Five-year Median 


Feb. Feb. Feb. Five-year 
Diseases 1955 1954 1953 median 
infections, Resp. incl. 1,055 972 745 952 
Diseases Below the Five-year Median 
Feb. Feb. Feb. Five-year 
Diseases 1955 1954 1953 median 
Venereal Diseases 
Feb. Feb. 
Diseases 1955 1954 1953 median 
Median not calculated. 
printed ia CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 


Fluoridation the Polls 


February 9th Gregory Gardeng 
became the first water district put 
fluoridation into operation 
Costa County. the same county, 
Martinez voters approved 
nance 1,118 784 prohibiting 
fluoridation, thus ending the program 
that had been operation since May, 
1954, that city. 
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